




Before it was nicknamed Swami’s, 
the beach area south of K Street 
was known as Noonan’s Point. Its 
namesake was John Noonan, who 
bought the property in 1887 for 
$1,000.

Now that’s an interesting Encinitas fact!

EnviroNews
Get Down to Earth with City-Subsidized Programs

The City of Encinitas is committed 
to making it easy and convenient 

to be green. It works closely with the 
nonpro�t Solana Center for Environmental 
Innovation to provide subsidized 
composting education and equipment to 
residents through a number of programs. 

�&�R�E�E�æ�#�O�M�P�O�S�T�I�N�G�æ�7�O�R�K�S�H�O�P�S
Free composting workshops – 

including vermi (worm)-composting 
classes – are held throughout the year. 
Compost demonstration sites are open 
to the public at the Solana Center and 
Quail Botanical Gardens. The Center 
also assists schools in Encinitas with 
implementing compost and recycling 
programs, and offers tours of its garden 
and compost demonstration site for 
children’s groups. 

Laura McIntire, Solana Center 
Program Manager, reports, “Composting 
kitchen and garden materials creates rich 
garden soil, saves water and reduces 
trash inundating our land�lls. The classes, 
taught by Master Composters, will make 
each participant an a�cionado of this 
productive form of recycling.”

�3�T�A�R�T�æ�T�H�E�æ�#�Y�C�L�E�æ�I�N�æ�9�O�U�R�æ�"�A�C�K�Y�A�R�D
The City sponsors a subsidized 

residential compost bin program through 
which residents can purchase compost 
bins and worm bins for just $35. Proof 
of residency is required. Bins can be 
�P�U�R�C�H�A�S�E�D�æ�F�R�O�M�æ���������æ�A���M���
���������æ�P���M���æ�O�N�æ
Tuesdays and Thursdays at the Solana 
Center and after workshops held in 
Encinitas. 

�"�E�C�O�M�E�æ�A�æ�-�A�S�T�E�R
Once you’ve “bin” there done that 

by attending a workshop and embarking 
on composting, you may be ready to take 
the next green step. Each fall, the City 
sponsors a Solana Center-presented 
Master Composter Course, offering in-
depth training to people who want to 
promote composting in their community 
and become certi�ed in the art and 
science of composting.

�&�R�E�E�æ�#�H�I�L�D�R�E�N���S�æ�0�R�E�S�E�N�T�A�T�I�O�N�S
Free watershed education 

presentations funded by the City and 
presented by the Solana Center are 
appropriate for students in grades two 

through six. The presentation enhances 
children’s understanding of how pollution 
moves through our waterways. Educators 
utilize a hands-on, interactive Enviroscape 
model and eco-puppets to empower kids 
to protect our ecosystem. To schedule 
a presentation for your classroom or 
community group, please contact  
laura@solanacenter.org.

The Solana Center for Environmental 
Innovation has provided environmental 
education and outreach throughout 
San Diego County for 25 years. It is 
headquartered at 137 North El Camino 
Real in Encinitas. For a list of upcoming 
workshops and more information about 
compost bins and programs, please 
visit www.solanacenter.org or call 
436-7986.

Ocean Knoll Elementary 
students Arlyn Uglow and 
Joshua Parisi compost 
lunchtime food scraps.

EWA Invests in a Sustainable Future
Each day, more 26 million gallons of sewage �ows from homes 

and businesses in portions of Encinitas, Carlsbad, Vista and 
San Marcos to the Encina Wastewater Authority (EWA). The EWA 
operates the wastewater treatment plant located in Carlsbad. 

From this sewage, EWA generates wastewater solids or 
biosolids, which are organic materials separated from the 
wastewater during treatment. In contrast with many treatment 
plants that dispose of biosolids at land�lls, EWA has productively 
used its biosolids to fertilize farm �elds for more than 30 years. 

Recently, EWA installed cutting-edge, heat-drying technology 
to convert lower-grade “Class B” biosolids into pathogen-free 
“Class A” pellets. This green technology will reduce EWA’s carbon 
�F�O�O�T�P�R�I�N�T�æ�A�S�æ�F�O�L�L�O�W�S��

�2�E�D�U�C�E���æ�%�7�!�æ�P�R�E�V�I�O�U�S�L�Y�æ�H�A�U�L�E�D�æ�������������æ�W�E�T�æ�T�O�N�S�æ�O�F�æ�B�I�O�S�O�L�I�D�S�æ
annually to Arizona for land application. By reducing the volume, 
EWA will decrease that amount to 7,500 tons each year. In 

addition, due to the increased product quality, the biosolids can 
be used locally. The total savings is an estimated 88,000 gallons 
of diesel fuel each year. 

�2�E�U�S�E���æ�%�7�!�æ�R�E�U�S�E�S�æ�M�E�T�H�A�N�E�æ�G�A�S�æ�G�E�N�E�R�A�T�E�D�æ�F�R�O�M�æ�T�H�E�æ
treatment process to fuel the new heat dryer and the internal 
combustion engines driving the wastewater treatment plant’s 
power generators. As a result, EWA can generate enough 
energy to supply 60% of the plant’s power demand of about 9.6 
million kilowatt hours per year. This savings equates to meeting 
the annual energy demands of 1,600 households.

�2�E�C�Y�C�L�E���æ�2�E�C�Y�C�L�I�N�G�æ�B�I�O�S�O�L�I�D�S�æ�I�N�T�O�æ�H�I�G�H�
�Q�U�A�L�I�T�Y�æ�P�E�L�L�E�T�S�æ
provides a marketable product, which can be sold locally as a 
soil amendment or a biofuel to help offset the plant’s operational 
costs. Already, several potential customers have expressed an 
interest in using the pellets as a biofuel in place of coal, to help 
reduce their facility’s greenhouse gas emissions. 

Have a Great Beach Day,  
But Don’t Feed the Squirrels
�2elaxing at a beautiful Encinitas beach 

is a great way to feed your soul, but 
while you’re there, please DO NOT feed 
the wildlife. Sharing “human food” with 
beach critters such as squirrels, seagulls 
and pigeons is not good for them or for 
you.

Park and Beach Superintendent 
John Frenken explains, “Feeding wildlife 
increases these species’ populations 
past the amount the normal food source 
can maintain, especially when there are 
insuf�cient numbers of predators to keep 
populations manageable.” 

Noting that the problem is most acute 
at Moonlight, Swami’s and Beacons 
beaches, he says, “Many people �nd 

More Beach Tips
The City of Encinitas wants to 

make sure everyone enjoys their day 
on the sand. Our beaches* are open 
�A�L�M�O�S�T�æ�A�R�O�U�N�D�
�T�H�E�
�C�L�O�C�K���æ�F�R�O�M�æ���������æ�A���M���
 
���������æ�A���M���æ�3�O�M�E�æ�O�V�E�R�L�O�O�K�S�æ�C�A�N�æ�B�E�æ
reserved for special ceremonies. 

Here are a few simple things to 
remember when planning your trip to 
the beach. For more information, please 
visit www.CityofEncinitas.org. 

Have a safe and fun summer along 
our awesome Encinitas coast!

No on …
�s�æ�$�O�G�S��
�s�æ�!�L�C�O�H�O�L��
�s�æ�3�M�O�K�I�N�G��

�9�E�S�æ�O�N�æ�x
�s�æ�&�R�E�E�æ�P�A�R�K�I�N�G�æ�A�N�D�æ�E�N�T�R�Y��
�s�æ�(�A�N�D�I�C�A�P�
�A�C�C�E�S�S�æ�L�O�T�S��
�s�æ��4�R�A�S�H�æ�A�N�D�æ�R�E�C�Y�C�L�I�N�G�æ
containers – please 
use them!

squirrels cute and share their lunches 
with them. This situation has led to loss 
of fear among many squirrels, who have 
jumped right into strollers with young 
children and into beachgoers’ bags.” 

Sometimes, people bring loaves 
of bread speci�cally to feed the birds, 
creating the inevitable poop that can be 
hazardous as well as extremely annoying.

So what should you do if you’d like to 
get up close and personal with wildlife at 
the beach? Bring a camera and set it on 
zoom.

Be Proactive:  
Protect Your Home From Wild�re

Encinitas Fire 
Department 
staff will visit 
your property 
to assess �re 
hazards and 
recommend 
ways to 
remedy them.

In �re parlance, it’s known as 
“defensible space.” To the everyday 

homeowner, that phrase means creating 
an area around your home that protects 
structures and provides a safety zone 
for �re�ghters. Defensible space is 
created by mowing, pruning or cutting 
combustible vegetation (“fuel”), leaving a 
�re-safe, maintained landscape. 

Deputy Fire Marshal Corina Jimenez 
explains, “This winter’s rains resulted in 
incredible growth. As we enter the arid 
season, the dense vegetation becomes 
dry and dead, resulting in a �re hazard. 
People living in wildland urban interface 
areas – near canyon rims, open space 
and/or native habitat – need to be 

especially cautious and take extra care 
in creating defensible space. Everyone 
should remember that in a strong Santa 
Ana wind, embers can �y quickly and far, 
igniting a combustible near your home.” 

She offers the following tips and 

invites people to follow up for more 
information. “If you would like to schedule 
a free evaluation of your property, please 
call 633-2820. We would be happy to 
speak to your homeowner’s association 
or visit your individual property to assess 
�re hazards and recommend ways to 
remedy them.”

�4�H�R�E�E�æ�2���S�æ�O�F�æ�$�E�F�E�N�S�I�B�L�E�æ�3�P�A�C�E
�s ��2�E�M�O�V�E dead and dying grass, shrubs 

and trees.
�s ��2�E�D�U�C�E vegetation density by pruning, 

mowing and thinning.
�s ��2�E�P�L�A�C�E combustible vegetation with 

less-�ammable plants or irrigated 
landscape.

Also:
�s � �#�O�N�S�I�D�E�R�æ�R�E�P�L�A�C�I�N�G�æ�Y�O�U�R�æ�W�O�O�D�æ�S�H�A�K�E�æ

shingle roof with a “Class A” rated roof 
(such as tile, slate or other material 
approved by the local Fire Code). 

�s � �#�U�T�æ�B�A�C�K�æ�T�R�E�E�æ�L�I�M�B�S�æ�A�T�æ�L�E�A�S�T�æ�����æ�F�E�E�T�æ�F�R�O�M�æ
chimneys and remove dead branches 
that extend over the roof.

�s � �2�E�M�O�V�E�æ�L�E�A�V�E�S���æ�T�W�I�G�S�æ�A�N�D�æ�D�E�B�R�I�S�æ�F�R�O�M�æ
roofs and rain gutters.

Defensible Space Zones

�:on�%�æ�� 
���
�����æ�F�E�E�T�æ�F�R�O�M�æ�H�O�M�E���S�T�R�U�C�T�U�R�E
Install irrigated landscaping or  

drought-tolerant, �re-resistant plants.

�:on�%�æ�� 
�����
�������æ�F�E�E�T�æ�F�R�O�M�æ�H�O�M�E���S�T�R�U�C�T�U�R�E

Thin brush to cover 50% of ground.

Water … It’s More than a Drop in the Bucket
Conserving money is on everyone’s mind. What better way to 

save than by conserving water and energy! 
Here are some easy and convenient ways to save money 

and help protect the environment. For more information, visit the 
listed websites or email San Dieguito Water District at  
water@CityofEncinitas.org or Olivenhain Municipal Water 
District at watersaver@olivenhain.com.
�s � �4�H�E�æ�3�A�N�æ�$�I�E�G�O�æ�#�O�U�N�T�Y�æ�7�A�T�E�R�æ�!�U�T�H�O�R�I�T�Y�æ�P�R�O�V�I�D�E�S�æ�&�2�%�%�æ�W�A�T�E�R�æ

conservation tips and rebate programs for homes, businesses 

and landscapes. Visit www.20gallonchallenge.com. 
�s � �3�$�'���%�æ�O�F�F�E�R�S�æ�&�2�%�%�æ�H�O�M�E�æ�E�N�E�R�G�Y�
�S�A�V�I�N�G�S�æ�K�I�T�S���æ�I�N�C�L�U�D�I�N�G�æ�A�æ

kitchen faucet aerator, two bathroom faucet aerators and a 
low-�ow showerhead. Visit www.sdge.com/energykit.

�s � �4�R�A�N�S�F�O�R�M�æ�Y�O�U�R�æ�O�R�D�I�N�A�R�Y�æ�L�A�N�D�S�C�A�P�E�æ�I�N�T�O�æ�A�æ�B�E�A�U�T�I�F�U�L���æ�D�R�O�U�G�H�T�

tolerant garden paradise. Visit www.thegarden.org or  
www.bewaterwise.com.

Remember, ‘tis the season for saving. Every dollar counts. 
Every drop counts. Thank you!

To learn more 
about EWA’s 
ongoing resource 
recovery programs, 
please email 
RenEWAblenews@
encinajpa.com and 
ask to be added to 
the mailing list.

Springtime at Swami’s.

A Beacons bluff squirrel.

Fire-hazardous landscaping. Fire-safe landscaping.

* �The City owns, operates and/or maintains 
beaches from Swami’s north.
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Here is your issue 
of Encinitas NOW! 
Inside … 
• �101’s the path to fun on the 

Coast Cruiser.
• �Get your green on at 

Encinitas Environment Day 
June 7th.

• �Have a beachin’ summer, but 
please don’t feed the wildlife.

Also …

• �Now’s the time to protect 
your home from wildfires.
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If You Are Experiencing Hardships, 2-1-1 Can Help
If the economic downturn has caused severe hardships to you and your family, turn to 2-1-1. 

This free, 24/7 resource offers live operators directing you to 2,000 San Diego County agencies 
providing 5,000 health and human services. Services include housing, food and other basic 

needs; legal assistance; income support and employment. Call 2-1-1 or visit www.211sandiego.org.

Here is a 
list of key 
City phone 
numbers.  
We invite you 
to call us for 
information, 
or stop by 
to say hello. 
We’re here  
to serve you!
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Green Your World at EE Day on June 7th

Pilot Coast Shuttle Will Cruise 101
Imagine being able to go to the beach 

in Leucadia in the morning, shop in 
downtown Encinitas in the afternoon 
and dine at Restaurant Row in Cardiff in 
the evening … all without the hassles of 
driving the busy 101 corridor or searching 
for a coveted parking place. Beginning 
Memorial Day weekend and ending Labor 
Day weekend, you can do that every summer 
weekend by hopping on the Coast Cruiser. 
For example, the shuttle offers a convenient 
way for residents to enjoy Encinitas 
Environment Day on June 7th and the 
Environmental Film Festival on June 6th-7th. 

The Cruiser, which will operate Saturdays 
and Sundays, is intended to entice residents 
and visitors to get out of their cars and coast 
up and down Encinitas for a mere $1 per 
ride or $5 for a weekend pass. This pilot was 
initiated by local citizens, elected officials 
and the Highway 101 Coordinator. Pilot 
funding is a collaboration among the City of 
Encinitas, Mizel Family Foundation, private sponsors, advertising 
revenue and San Diego County Supervisor Pam Slater-Price.

In addition to improving traffic congestion and parking 
problems, the shuttle will enhance overall efforts to promote 
commerce throughout the communities of Leucadia, Encinitas 

and Cardiff. It will run about once an hour 
and make 11 stops at beaches, shopping and 
dining sites; offering residents a chance to 
experience areas of their city they might not 
otherwise explore. 

The Cruiser is operated by Wherever 
Shuttle. It features 12 seats, standing room, 
a two-bike rack and a small space for 
surfboards. The test shuttle is not handicap-
accessible, but NCTD will continue to provide 
a bus handicap-alternative along 101.

This Cruiser Coasts on Recycled Oil
The Coast Cruiser not only will power 

people to area restaurants, but also be 
powered by the restaurants. The shuttle will 
run on recycled, filtered oil collected from 
local eateries; making the program green in 
many ways.

Details are being worked out and 
scheduling is tentative. As summer 
approaches, you can obtain more information 

and weekend passes from the offices of DEMA, 818 South Coast 
Highway 101; Leucadia 101, 320 North Coast Highway 101; and 
Cardiff Main Street, 122 Aberdeen Drive.

Summer’s the time to cruise, and coasting through Encinitas 
is the best way to go!

Watch for these signs at shuttle stop locations.  
Design by Fred Caldwell.

The Coast 
Cruiser will 
promote 
commerce 
throughout 
Leucadia, 
Encinitas 
and Cardiff.

L ike the pedal-powered smoothie-
maker that visitors annually line up 

to ride, each year Encinitas Environment 
Day (EE Day) revs up the eco-fun. EE Day 
2009 showcases exciting family features 
such as local folk music performances 
and tentatively scheduled animal 
presentations.

Visitors will learn how to put 
concepts into practice at a green car 
showcase while discovering energy- and 
water-saving tips, savoring vegetarian/
vegan/raw foods, picking up free tire 

gauges and reusable shopping bags, and 
enjoying interactive exhibits. 

EE Day is a volunteer-driven 
celebration of Encinitans’ commitment 
to the environment coordinated by 
the Encinitas Parks and Recreation 
Commission. In addition to the City of 
Encinitas, major sponsors include EDCO 
and Dudek Engineering. The event is 

accompanied by the Cottonwood Creek 
Environmental Film Festival. 

EE Day Chair, John Gjata, notes, “As a 
tribute to EE Day founder and passionate 
earth steward, Bob Nanninga, who 
passed away February 14th, the 2009 
event will be dedicated to his memory.” 

Logo created by Encinitas 
resident Kenton Hoppa.

Encinitas Environment Day
June 7th • 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
Cottonwood Creek Park • 95 N. Vulcan Ave. 
Visit: www.EEDay.org • Contact: info@EEDay.org 

DEMA Presents On-Screen Edutainment
The inaugural 2008 Cottonwood Creek Environmental Film 

Festival was a huge success. Festival sponsor, Downtown 
Encinitas Mainstreet Association (DEMA), has enthusiastically 
planned the second annual event on June 6th-7th to be even 
better. 

This year, the “green screen” will showcase juried 
environmental films submitted by national and international 
professionals on June 6th at La Paloma Theatre. Tickets are $5 
per film. On June 7th, locally submitted amateur films will be 
shown in a special film tent during Encinitas Environment Day at 
Cottonwood Creek Park. 

DEMA Program Assistant Carris 
Rhodes explains, “The film festival 
seeks to educate as well as engage the 
community in environmental discussion. 
The community competition gives the 
local citizen a chance to get involved, 
be creative, and educate those around 
them.”

Details can be found at www.cottonwoodfilm.com.
From the green scene to the green screen, this June 

weekend has become an Encinitas classic. Don’t miss it!

Pets Rule at June 7th Expo
Dogs, cats and other family animals 

are invited to grab their humans 
and high-tail it to the seventh annual Pet 
Health Expo taking place on June 7th 
from 9:00 a.m.-Noon at the Encinitas City 
Hall courtyard, 505 South Vulcan Avenue. 
Dogs must be on a leash; all pets must be 
controlled by their owner.

In keeping with the Expo’s intent to 
promote pet health and safety, the San 
Diego County Department of Animal 
Services will offer licensing, rabies shots 

and microchipping at reduced costs. Late 
fees will be waived. 

Whiskers of fun will abound, with free 
prizes and goodies for pets and useful tips 
for people as well as informational booths 
staffed by local pet businesses. Pet-less 
at present? Your new best friend will be 
waiting for adoption at the Expo.

Check the City website at  
www.CityofEncinitas.org for information 
and tell your pets to get ready to sniff out 
a great time on June 7th.

You can 
adopt your 
new best 
friend at the 
Pet Health 
Expo.

2008 EE Day.
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