ENCINITASCLEAN WATER PROGRAM
QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

What isthe Encinitas Clean Water Program?

The City of Encinitas maintains a Clean Water Program to protect public safety and the environment by protecting
the quality of our water. The City’s program has two primary goals: 1) to maintain water quality; and 2) to protect
local beaches, creeks, lagoons and waterways (including Pacific Ocean and beaches of Encinitas, Batiquitos Lagoon,
San Elijo Lagoon, Cottonwood Creek, Escondido Creek, and Encinitas Creek), by preventing sewage spills and illegal
discharges into the storm drain system, eliminating pollutants, and taking other steps to protect and preserve local
beaches, lagoons and waterways.

Specific Encinitas Clean Water Program activitiesinclude, but are not limited to:

Preventing and containing sewage spills

Preventing illegal dischargesinto the storm drains

Ensuring clean beaches through removal of trash and other debris

Containing commercial runoff at facilities such as gas stations and restaurants
Restoration of local creeks

Public Education—so residents and children can help maintain local water quality
Litter removal and additional street sweeping

Cleaning local storm drain channels

Creation and maintenance of biofilters and detention basins

Reducing site runoff from construction sites

Installation and operation of an Ultra Violet Treatment Facility at Moonlight Beach which eliminates 99% of
the bacteria and viruses from Cottonwood Creek before it reaches the ocean.

Why isthe Clean Water Program needed?

High quality waterways contribute to the high quality of life in Encinitas. The City of Encinitas owns and operates a
storm drain system, which is a network of channels and pipes that collect storm water and urban water runoff and
discharges it into our creeks, lagoons and ocean waterways. Unlike sewer systems that send sewage to a treatment
plant before being discharged, the City’s storm drain system was built to collect and convey runoff to prevent
flooding, but not to treat urban water runoff.

Storm drain water carries a variety of pollutants. Most of the pollutants in our water come from the way we live our
lives. Pollutants are carried to the storm drain when it rains (stormwater) and when we over-irrigate, hose down
outdoor areas, wash our cars, etc. Here are some examples of typical storm drain pollution:

Bacteriafrom animal waste (domestic and wild) and sanitary sewer overflows

Nutrients (nitrogen and phosphorus) from fertilizers

Metal s (copper, zinc, lead) from vehicle brakes and parts

Qil and grease from leaks and spills from vehicles, restaurants and waste oil dumping

Organic compounds (soaps, cleaners, solvents, etc.) from car washing and other cleaning projects

Pesticides from residential or commercial pest control activities

Sediment from erosion and construction projects

Gross pollutants such as trash, debris, leaves and yard waste

These pollutants threaten public health and the environment. Absent any intervention, pollutants that are carried into
the storm drain system are discharged untreated into our lagoons and oceans. The City’s Clean Water Program is
designed to clean the storm and urban water runoff before it reaches our local creeks, lagoons and ocean waterways.

What about results? What hasthe Clean Water Program accomplished?

Last year City crews collected 101 tons of debris from the underground storm drain system and 254 tons of debris
from the aboveground system, and an additional 11,575 bags of litter and debris that would have eventually wound up
in our creeks, lagoons and oceans. Since the installation of the Ultra Violet Treatment Facility at Cottonwood Creek,
99.9% of the pathogenic bacteria and viruses that cause such diseases as pink eye, upper respiratory infections, and
rashes have been eiminated from the water entering Moonlight Beach. Prior to the City’s Clean Water Program,
Moonlight Beach was posted with warning signs for unhealthful water 93 times in one year and received failing
grades from environmental groups. Now, beach postings have been reduced by more than 90% and the beaches
receive excellent grades from environmental groups.

What doesit cost to operate the Clean Water Program?

The City maintains an extensive storm drain infrastructure, including 94 miles of above-ground drainage channels,
100 miles of underground storm drains, 12 detention basins, and 2,536 inlet drain boxes. Operating costs are
approximately $1.3 million annually. Capital costs vary by project, but can conservatively cost anywhere from 1-5%
of total project costs. A City-commissioned study estimated capital costs at $2.2 million/annually.

What isthe cost of not complying with Clean Water regulations?

The Clean Water Program is mandated by the federal government. The State Regional Water Quality Control Board
has notified cities that they could be liable for fines up to $10,000 per day per violation if the city is not compliant
with Clean Water regulations. Many other citiesin San Diego County have already received fines.

How isthe Clean Water Program currently funded?

The Clean Water Program is currently funded primarily through the City’s General Fund. The City’s General Fund
pays for all genera services, including police protection, fire services, parks, road maintenance and other construction
projects.

Wherecan | find moreinformation about the Clean Water Program?
Y ou may email questions directly to npdesmail @ci.encinitas.ca.us or call the hotline number at 760-633-2787 to
report any clean water violations.
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